TEAA/EA 11


Final Report

This long and informative report is in three parts. First, a narrative about the trip with comments about particular schools, events, and circumstances. Second, a naming and commentary about the schools which we visited. In some cases there is a duplication of commentary; I endeavored to get words about everything and hope that the number of words about any given one item will not prejudice anyone’s thinking. Third, the participants of EA11. I recommend that you read it all although not at one sitting; you will find many good notions embedded in many of the narratives/descriptions/commentaries. 

Brooks Goddard, 2 Se 2011

I.
A narrative of the entire trip, June 20—July 5, 2011


I joined Pat Gill, Betty Castor, and Sam Bell in Kampala on June 20 and took up residence at the Victoria Travel Hotel in the Ggaba (not the trendy Munyonyo section that the hotel claims) section of Kampala on the east side of the city. Rooms seemed to be pleasant, and we quickly learned that the hotel was not conveniently located but did have this wonderful courtyard which proved to be an excellent venue for the reception and dinner on June 22. Ultimately, Andrea Bardach (initially sans luggage), Pat Colby, Ann Dickinson, John Dwyer, Jan Kerr, Patrick Dwyer, Sharon Hartmann, Bill Jones, Gus and Mary Ann Lewis, David and Cathy Newbury, Joan and Jerry Schieber, Ed Schmidt, and Nola Stover arrived. Thus we were 20.


The great beginning to our trip was the visit to MacKay Memorial College where we saw some great teaching (some of us joined in) and attended reception featuring speeches and student dancing. What I liked in particular was a school presenting itself with pride and honor. I wonder how many US high school students would dance for adult visitors from Uganda. In the evening we had a reception hosted by Betty Castor and Sam Bell which featured the music of Bakkabulindi Samuel and homages to Senteza Kajubi who was present with his daughter, Samali. Various friends of TEAA were in attendance, and a delightful ambiance emerged as everyone intruduced her/himself. Kajubi was praised by many for his long-term commitment to and impact on Ugandan education. There was also acknowledgement that many professional leaders in Uganda today attended schools where TEAAers taught.

 On June 23 5 TEAArs went to Masaka, and 15 of us went to Lira.


Betty Castor reports on the former: “Five of us including myself, Sam, Pat Gill, Nola Stover, and Pat Colby visited St. Bernard's College Kiswera, on June 23rd.  As usual, Olive and Albert greeted us heartily and thank us profusely for the support of TEAA in the past. They have received the recent gift of 5 computers which arrived shortly before our visit. The highlight of the trip was a ceremonial trip up to the water tank where we turned the tap providing running water for the school compound. It's hard to describe the exciting atmosphere as the students, teachers and even the engineer participated in this wonderful moment. The piped water project relieves the students, especially the girls, from trekking down the hill to carry water to the school. The leadership is so dedicated to the legacy of St. Bernard's that it is truly inspirational to help their mission. They have more needs, of course. However, TEAA members should appreciate the help we have provided in the past. The school is very grateful.”


The same 5 went to Tororo Girls’ School on June 25.  “Although Ida Tarinyeba, the long time head teacher was not at the school, we met with her deputies, toured the facilities, talked to teachers and visited weekend study classes. Ida has opened a new computer classroom and miraculously has purchased a classroom of new computers. As we know, the facilities remain a major problem for this important school. Enrollment at Tororo has now reached nearly 1500, making it the largest girls high school in Uganda and one of the most significant in terms of the overall education of girls. As we discussed the needs at Tororo Girls, we all agreed that science equipment and supplies is the number one priority.  Originally, I thought that a water harvesting project might be the top priority, but there is no doubt that the weakness in the academic program revolves around the science program. In the past TEAA has helped with science textbooks, an LCD projector and eGranary. The teachers implored us to help with another LCD player, but other science equipment is also essential.”

The 15 who went north had another great reception, this time at Iceme  Girls SS in Lira where we had almost missed our own arrival. Talk about the full Monty: speeches, tours, introductions of TEAArs, student presentations, presentations of gifts (I’ve already worn my polo shirt), lunch, and (digging into my bag of tricks) my Jesse Jackson chant of “I am….Somebody” and Obama’s campaign slogan “Yes, we can.”  We left too late to visit Bishop Tarantino but did have a good late lunch conversation with head teacher, Maxwell Engola (one of our best correspondents).


Leaving Lira we encountered the full brunt of the terrible UG roads and the difficulties with the bus, and we limped into Sipi Falls Resort Hotel at 10 p.m. The loveliness of the area greeted us in the morning, and several went on a walk to the falls while others read in the morning. That afternoon we drove south to Mbale and another fine hotel. We were joined by the Masaka 5 and then had to recall the van that had brought them there, countermanding the TATS plan that would have had all 20 of us (and later all 22 of us) on this same bus. We now had Jotham the leader and Abdu, Medi, and Amiri as drivers.


We had no more than travelled 5 miles out of Mbale the next day when the bus broke down for the second time (overheating on the way to Sipi Falls was #1). We were 6 hours on the roadside. The first at an entrance to a military post and attracted many kids all of whom wanted to be photographed by Ann’s Flip and second at the decaying Mbale Sports Club where we had lunch and chairs. Back on the road and across the KE border at dark, a crossing fraught with faulty advice and slow-working immigration lines. We were supposed to have been in Bungoma for lunch, now were even later for dinner. We decided to overnight in Bungoma where we were greatly assisted by our Bungoma contact, Enoch Endohka and his wife. Eunice, and family. A lovely meal—fish to die for—and another miss for me on the Kakamega Forest (our intended destination). Ed stayed with Enoch to see schools in western KE.


Into town for money exchange and stamps and then on the road to Migori only to be hit by breakdown #3 north of Kisumu. Lunch in Kisumu and later at night into Migori, where we were hosted Peter and Arita Indalo. The following day we had 3 school visits in the morning and a vibrant conference with area teachers at Peter’s Oyani Conference Centre which provided for me one of the best days I’ve had on TEAA visits. We really got into the challenges of how to combat poor resources and little reading culture. More than that was the evenly distributed talking time and our collective earnestness. Bill left us for Kapsabet, and we were joined by Paul Dickinson and Neil Bardach who had been climbing Mt. Meru—as some of you know, Paul has never seen a mountain that he didn’t want to climb and Neil here was a willing soul. Theresa Schieber and her s.o. Ray Ryback, also joined us in Migori. Ray’s technology skills and kind demeanor were very useful [lest I be misunderstood, Paul, Neil, and Theresa also have ‘kind demeanors.’]


With thanks to Pat Colby for notes on the conference:



Introductions of those present followed opening greetings of Reverend Peter Indalo and special guest Dr. Garishom Sandi, retired neurosurgeon from Kenyatta National Hospital. There were opening remarks by Brooks Goddard of TEAA and Milton Okunya (another reliable correspondent and school principal), each outlining circumstances affecting public education in USA and Kenya.



Okunya’s remarks centered on the following issues: large numbers of impoverished orphans in the area, rising population numbers, and the lack of English language reading materials in elementary schools which results in poor English language skills in secondary school students. He felt that increased access to the internet and more staff development would help matters. In the course of the discussion that followed the Kenyan teachers raised the following points:  (1) the understated competition between older, established schools and the newer ones which are 15 years or less old; (2) unequal distribution of government funds for textbooks and dormitories; (3) one school does correspond with students in Germany and Austria (and this teacher has a Skype account. Contact Brooks if you want to join in this exchange); (4) the looming requirement that all students must have access to secondary education by 2015 but doesn’t provide for books and co-curricular activities (like sports equipment); politicians care more about school enrollment numbers and access than quality of education; rural schools need particular attention and must not be forgotten; (5) the lack of governmental appreciation and funding for activities directly unrelated to performance on exams (such as lack of sports equipment, co-curricular activities in general, and books for recreational reading; (6) information on SMASSE/Strengthening of mathematics and science in secondary education which is a joint Japan-Kenya venture organized in Japan under JICA which is the Japanese version of US-AID. SMASSE has moved Kenyan teachers from “chalk and talk” to active, student-centered classroom activities. You can go to http://www.impactalliance.org/ev_en.php?ID=49224_201&ID2=DO_TOPIC for more information and to the first 3 google entries for SMASSE (which are all pdf files with more complete information). The teacher commenting on SMASSE felt that it was indeed a revolutionary program easily adaptable to all countries (The USA also has math and science learning problems). There were representatives from 12 secondary schools at this conference including Rita Alice Yara Okeyo whom Pat found to be a real Kiswahili guru and welcomes exchanges at okeyorita@yahoo.com. Kenyan schools represented were St Julian Ugari, Njeri Secondary School, Kadika Girls’, Mukuyu Secondary, Moi Suba Girls’ School, God Sibuoche Secondary School, Bondo Kopsiemo, St. Michael’s Nyandewe, Kakrao Mixed Secondary School, Ngunga Secondary School, and Oruba Girls’. In subsequent correspondence one of the participants, Elisha Akumu, added the following: “I would like to point out two issues that were of interest to the Kenyan teachers: 1) the need for TEAA to facilitate material support to  selected Kenyan schools in Migori county especially books and a few dollars for the purchase of low cost learning materials and equipment for co-curricular activities and 2) educational exchange program between Kenyan schools  and US schools. A third concern was raised about early marriages among girls causing gender imbalance in higher education. I thought it would be better if the report is mailed to all participants.”

We left on the 29th, Peter concerned that our bus was inadequate. We crossed the TZ border without incident and were now headed for Ikoma on the western edge of the Serengeti. Had lunch in a schoolyard (TZ schools were not in session at the time) and even commented on our great progress when breakdown #4 occurred 20 miles from our destination. Ugh! The van ferried 18 of us to the tented camp while David and Neil oversaw the repairs to the bus. They arrived at 10 p.m. The camp was great, and some of us got there early enough to capture a great sunset. It was at this point that Jerry Schieber felt that enough-was-enough and telephoned our Dar travel agent, Sophia, for alternate transportation replacing the bus. The van continued to be worthy. We all got to Seronera Wildlife Lodge in time for lunch and a swim in the most welcoming pool (Ann gave us her glam pose). It was here that David Newbury heard that his 101 year-old mother had died; he and Cathy left the group on the next plane out of Serengeti. In the morning we dumped the bus and proceeded with 2 Toyota Land-Cruisers driven by excellent drivers and the still-valiant van. Two drivers stayed with the bus, and Jotham and Medi managed the van. Smiles all around, and into Ngorongoro Crater Conservation Unit and to the Ngorongoro Safari Lodge we went. Right on the rim. And with a Nepalese head cook in the dining room. On July 2 we packed up the vehicles by 7:45 a.m. and were into the crater, and just when I started to think that we were not seeing much we happened upon a lion-buffalo stand-off which was only one occasion for Ann Dickinson’s savvy use of her FLIP. Up out of the crater and out of the conservation unit where we happened upon the bus. No nostalgic re-entry for us, and we proceeded to the Impala Hotel in Arusha, our home for 3 days. Not without incident because Joan learned that her sister’s husband in California had died suddenly, and she decided that she should return to the USA as soon as possible.


July 3 was a free day (Ed had now rejoined the group), and 4 of us went east to visit Kolila Secondary School in Old Moshi, a school others had visited in 2005. We had a lovely conversation with 7 of their teachers including a PCV and her travel mate, also a PCV teaching in TZ. It was here that we learned of the very poor English language skills that the incoming students have (and the deficiencies often continue into form 3!). On July 4 we split into 3 groups and talked to our colleagues at Moringe Sokoine SS; St. Joseph’s, Ngarenaro; and Notre Dame, Njiru. Surprisingly what stands out to me, though, was our causal visit to the Maasae Girls’ Lutheran SS. An immaculate campus and courteous students. We had a brief review session in the hotel in the late afternoon, but it was clear that fatigue had set in. Here are the notes from that meeting which do contain some valuable reflections.

FINAL MEETING ON JULY 4 IN ARUSHA, Ed Schmidt

Computers.  Sharon Hartmann and John Dwyer felt there was little benefit coming from TEAA’s contribution of computers. Sharon noted that at Ngarenaro, they don't have power a lot of the time.  Gus Lewis said that laptops might be a better way to go since they have batteries and can be charged.  With laptops though, security becomes a bigger issue. At MacKay they have 42 computers, but only 11 are working—some of the 42 are quite old now. Pat Gill noted that Betty has asked that the new computers purchase with TEAA funds be used by students rather than being used in other capacities around the school. Pat noted, however, that when she visited Centenary School in Kampala, where TEAA supplied computers, the computers were in use, and that randomly chosen students could use them. Joan Schieber noted that students do not seem to be handing in any work done on the computers. Brooks felt there was consensus among the group in general that we should give more attention to books over computers until convinced that computers are worth the investment and hassle. Pat Gill asked at MacKay if the eGranary was being used and got conflicting answers. One teacher said it was too sophisticated. Another said they were using it.

Continuing support.  Two members suggested that MacKay not receive additional support at this time since we have given them a lot, and they seem to be doing quite well.  Brooks feels there was general consensus on this issue as well. Pat Gill was astonished that a science lab at the school was being used for an art class.  


It was suggested that Kiswera receive less support in the future.  The school is run by the adult children of the founder.  Question: Is there a plan to keep the school going after this generation goes? Betty Castor disagrees with this evaluation of St. Bernard’s Kiswera. She says this school has probably been one of our most responsive in terms of communication and effort. Half of a donation from a non-TEAA donor in Tampa and additional funds from Sam and Betty funded a piped water system that cost in the neighborhood of $8000.  This project means the students (especially girls) will no longer have to spend part of their day carrying water uphill. The family who continue to dedicate their lives to the school are extremely grateful for our contributions and have provided me with detailed lists of all of our assistance.  Olive Kakinda of the school management team has done a miraculous job raising funds. Betty further praised the leadership team for their ambitions for the school. Betty believes there may have been a misunderstanding about the future support for the school. She says, “They continue to be responsive and will undoubtedly benefit from any help in the future. I would not write them off simply because they have received support in the past.”

Tororo Girls’ School.  Pat Gill reported that science rooms at the school were clean and well organized.  Students come in on Saturday to do labs.  All the sciences have CDs for instruction, so the school needs another projector. (The instructional CDs seem to be available throughout Uganda.)  She suggests that TEAA make grants to support the teaching of science, and that we focus on one science.  The school has a new building which will house the library and a computer room.  They have 40 new computers. Betty Castor also expressed her support for more assistance to Tororo, citing the student population of 1500, the many visits of TEAAers over the years and strong emotional ties to the school, and the needs in the areas of science. Communication with the head teacher has been difficult.  Efforts need to be made to communicate directly with science staff.

Kenya schools.  Ed Schmidt reported on three of the seven schools he visited in the Bungoma area as part of an effort to expand our presence in Kenya and achieve a better balance among the sexes in the schools that we support.  At present we support one all-boys school and three mixed schools, all of which have more boys than girls.  Two of the three schools that Ed described are all-girls schools. Brooks noted that several of us visited Oruba Girls’ SS near Migori where the principal is Jane Ekadu.  The school is single stream with 194 students.  Tutorial help is offered on Saturdays and Sundays.

Tanzania schools.  The language of instruction in primary schools is Swahili. Brooks said that teachers would like this changed and that they feel frustrated at the government's lack of response to this and other issues. Tanzania focuses on African literature and history taught in Swahili in the primary schools. This concentration on Swahili also impacts students’ ability to learn in English at the secondary level, an issue raised at several schools. Some felt that the language of instruction is something for Tanzanians to decide, despite the universal nature of English. From the visit to Moringe Sokoine, Brooks felt that the school was deficient in textbooks. Joan said the student:book ration is 10:1 in A-level, 12:1 at O-level.


Some topics raised for further discussion when back in the USA included:  depth vs. breadth of our support (how much should we provide to an individual school versus how much should we broaden our support to more schools); the importance of critically reviewing requests versus need (one school’s request list contained many impractical items); the need to critically evaluate “return on investment” as part of determining how much more to support a school and in what way.


The group was generally good-natured, accommodating, patient, interested.  Aware that things wouldn’t always go as expected, the positive attitude continued even when conditions (e,g, with transportation) warranted discontent. Everyone found aspects of the school visits quite interesting but would have liked to have seen more teaching or other educational activity.  The full-school entertainment programs, while flattering, did not give us a good sense of the actual school programs. Observing teaching would have given us a better sense of the vitality and status of the school situation. Thus, if future group reunions occur, we feel that large group visits to schools may be counterproductive. To the extent that we can divide ourselves up, as in Migori and Arusha, we may be able to get a better sense of a school. Large groups lend themselves to entertainment.


Because we are now in our 70’s, travel arrangements become more of an issue than when we were younger. If a future reunion occurs in East Africa, we think a travel arranger should be selected that can better accommodate our needs: be knowledgeable about and sensitive to the distances to be traveled in a day, have an experienced person travel with us who can truly facilitate when problems occur, have a fallback plan in case of transportation (or other) problems. This may cost a bit more, potentially an issue for some travelers, but greater reliability would make a huge difference in (our aging) travelers’ ability to do well what we expect our group travel to East Africa is about. We were late arriving at destinations on at least 5 occasions. At times, it seemed that our drivers and facilitator did not know how far it was between destinations. We believe that a lot of potential downtime was taken up by our transportation problems [it was, ebg]. Some of us felt that we were in a rotation of bus, hotel, school, bus. We learned that having downtime is important.


On the morning of July 5 we said our good-byes and went separate ways. Most went home (some had down so on the 3rd), and the Mzumbe 7 (now 6) had their own special extension of flying to Zanzibar, then Dar, then Morogoro. I finished up with 4 days on safari with Mike Rainy in Samburuland and 2 days with a former student in Nairobi. 


It was a long trip and harder than it needed to have been, but we were all thrown together and did accomplish what we had set out to do. We then returned to the ghastly USA heat which didn’t dull the joys of our East African travels.

II.
A report on the schools visited



1.
Mackay Memorial College, Nateete

Kampala

  UG

2.
New Kabaale Busega High School

Kampala

  UG

3.
St. Bernard’s College, Kiswera


Masaka

  UG

4.
Iceme Girls’ Secondary School


Lira


  UG

5.
Bishop Tarantino College, Ngetta*

Lira


  UG

6.
Tororo Girls’ School



Tororo

  UG

7.
Mukuyu Secondary School


Migori

  KE

8.
Oruba Girls’ Secondary School


Migori

  KE

9.
Bungoma Baptist Girls’ High School**
Bungoma

  KE

10.
Amagoro Girls’ SS, St. Thomas**

Bungoma

  KE

11.
Kolila Secondary School



Moshi


  TZ

12.
Moringe Sokoine Secondary School

Monduli/Arusha
  TZ

13.
St. Joseph Ngarenaro Secondary School
Arusha

  TZ

14.
Notre Dame, Njiro




Arusha

  TZ

15.     MaaSae Girls’ Lutheran Secondary School*** Monduli/Arusha
  TZ

16.
Kilakala Girls’ Secondary School ****

Morogoro

  TZ

17.
Mzumbe Secondary School ****

Morogoro

  TZ


*did not actually visit because of time; talked with  head teacher Maxwell Engola over lunch in Lira

**visited by Ed Schmidt on June 28-30

***visited briefly by the Moringe Sokoine group

****visited by the Mzumbe 6

1.
Mackay Memorial College, Nateete


P.O. Box 19


Nateete, Uganda


Gertrude Ssekabira, Head Teacher


        Our TEAA visit to MacKay was very special. TEAA members visited classes and Gertrude hosted a lovely lunch for us as well as some of her board and parent leaders. Finally, she had erected a tent where we watched as the students performed traditional dances (great pictures). There are several shots of Pat Gill and Brooks planting a tree to commemorate the visit and others with members seated in front of the Arlone Child classroom building (Ed, Brooks, Sharon and Jerry). I did not get a shot of the new large classroom/library/auditorium building under construction, but others may have pictures to add [see photos on www.tea-a.org].


Pat Colby reports: “MacKay College is a secondary school located in Nateete, one of Kampala’s suburbs, eight kilometers from the city center off the Masaka Road within the vicinity of MacKay Church of Uganda.  The school was founded in 1967 on a private basis and later became government aided in 1980.  It is a Mixed Day ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels and currently has a population of approximately 900 pupils.  The school is named after Alexander Murdock MacKay (1849-1890), a missionary, teacher and engineer who contributed greatly to Christianity and education in Uganda. We were warmly welcomed by uniformed students in a stand-up, outdoor assembly in a mixture of prayer and consternation over students who do not turn in their school fees.


An alumnus speaker praised TEAA as “our great donors.” She listed 44 computers, various textbooks and a library photocopier among our group’s contributions.The Head Teacher, Gertrude Ssekabria, reminded us that the school has had a nine year partnership with TEAA. Compared to New Kabale, MacKay College is laid out on a large, beautiful site, and is an established, better funded school with an experienced staff and impressive student body. Brooks Goddard addressed the assembled students and faculty stating that he was pleased with the progress the school had made. All TEAArs introduced themselves; the name Mary Ann (heard as Miriam, a popular female Muslim name) eliciting the loudest cheers. Greetings to the students from President Obama also drew a positive response. During our classroom visits, we saw a cross-section of teaching styles: from free-flowing instruction that encouraged student participation to teaching based on repetition and memorization.”

Joan Schieber adds: “As a new observer of McKay, I did not have an overwhelmingly positive impression overall.  The head teacher, Gertrude, was definitely an impressive leader.  However, my reaction to visits to classes and the computer room was mixed.  I did not get a good sense of the level of use of the computer room.  Others likewise got contradictory impressions.  We visited several classes of students with no teachers; these were quite crowded with three students to a bench.  It was not clear where the teachers were.  We visited one class which seemed to be rote learning, dictation, and note taking and not much student involvement (visual aids would have been useful) and another which was quite the opposite. My overall impression, granted this was our first school visit, was that perhaps we have provided sufficient support to McKay for the time being and that other schools might be able to use our support more.”  

2.
New Kabaale Busega High School


Started in 2005, New Kabaale High School is a low socio-economic status school founded by Fred Turkahirwa, whose primary employer is Aga Khan High School in Kampala, and three others. The goal of New Kabala is to create a school with an open culture and philosophy similar to that at well-to-do Aga Khan High School, but for lower income students. With many students supported by the school (administrators, teachers and staff share their salaries to assist the students) and minimal school fees, the school is working to increase membership so it can become sustainable. The New Kabaale students are impressive---they all participate in weekly debates (for example, “Is the modern world better than the traditional world?”) that generate considerable student enthusiasm and energy.


Along with TEAA, New Kabale partners with Educate!, an organization that works with 24 diverse schools, primarily in the Kampala area. Partner schools are selected based on their initiative to go beyond teaching to the test, motivation of the school community and willingness to adopt to the Experience (a curriculum that stresses critical thinking and the development of leadership amongst the school’s most motivated students), and a receptive culture to new ideas.


Many of the New Kabale students are orphans and live in one of the poorest areas of Kampala. Fred Turkahirwa, his wife Candid Night Tukahirwa, and the teaching and administrative staff are deeply committed to making this school a success. The school is in need of many basic educational texts and materials. We agreed that this school would be a focus of a grant from TEAA.


Gus Lewis adds: “It could happen that this school will not survive, with its very limited facilities, huge increases in enrollment, and insufficient government support.  We saw 90 students in a science class.  But its record so far has been surprisingly good and the administration and teachers are very highly motivated.  Help from us may make a more crucial difference to this school than to any other on the list.  I think we should help, especially with simple science equipment.”

3.
St. Bernard’s College, Kiswera


P.O. BOX 265; Masaka, Uganda.



stbernardkiswera@yahoo.com


Olive Kakinda, principal -- mobile: 0772326191 or (256) 772898363 (most recent)


Mary Jo Kakinda, sister of foregoing -- mobile: 0772509919 


Mr. Albert Kizito, director -- mobile: 07 82515179 or 0772 898363


Mr. Joseph Mukasa, headmaster -- mobile: 0772326191


Mary Jo Kakinda, exec sec'y for Africa 2000 Network Secretariat, P O Box 21990, Kampala. Copy her at mjkakinda@africa2000network.org.ug as school email is not checked often. 

Betty Castor reports: “Five of us including myself, Sam, Pat Gill, Nola Stover, and Pat Colby visited St. Bernard's College Kiswera, on June 23rd.  As usual, Olive and Albert greeted us heartily and thank us profusely for the support of TEAA in the past. They have received the recent gift of 5 computers which arrived shortly before our visit. The highlight of the trip was a ceremonial trip up to the water tank where we turned the tap providing running water for the school compound.  It's hard to describe the exciting atmosphere as the students, teachers and even the engineer participated in this wonderful moment. The piped water project relieves the students, especially the girls, from trekking down the hill to carry water to the school. The leadership is so dedicated to the legacy of St. Bernard's that it is truly inspirational to help their mission. They have more needs, of course. However, TEAA members should appreciate the help we have provided in the past. The school is very grateful.” Pat Colby submitted the following: “St. Bernard’s College Kiswera is a mixed secondary, privately sponsored school in Masaka District in Kisekka sub-county, about 130 kilometers or 80 miles from Kampala. The school was founded in 1951 by the late Bernard Kakinda and is dedicated to serving needy children. The work of the school and orphanage is now under the supervision of his children, namely Olive Kakinda. Approximately 487 (198 girls and 289 boys) pupils attend St. Bernard’s either as boarders or day students. 


Finding St. Bernard’s was a challenge. Heavy rain, road detours and nebulous directions: “Look for a man on a boda-boda (motorcycle) who will guide you to the school” (as if Uganda were not the home of thousands of men on boda-bodas) prolonged our journey. We later learned that three turn-offs from the central road led to St. Bernard’s. The boda-boda guide was waiting by one of the roads we did not take. In the meantime, our driver asked the locals for directions. One local got us through the detours; the other led us to the interior turn-off that took us to our rather remote destination.


Upon our arrival, Olive Kakinda and A. Kizito Musoke, Head Teacher, provide the TEAA travelers with a delicious lunch and their warm hospitality.  We spoke of the partnership TEAA has had with St. Bernard’s since 2007. Previous TEAA grants have included laboratory equipment, computers and printers, 68 ‘A’ Level math books, 2 ping-pong tables, 149 library readers by African writers and the piped water project (sponsored by Betty Castor and Sam Bell through their church). Following a large school assembly, the students and faculty joined Betty and Sam to celebrate the completion of the piped water project which has “revolutionized” life at the school. Students no longer leave the campus for water and it is now available for cooking, washing, bathing and laboratories. Health and sanitation will be greatly improved. 


The school has had difficulty recruiting skilled faculty, volunteers and potential head teachers who are not family members. The school’s isolated location no doubt contributes to this problem. Will St. Bernard’s continue when Olive Kakinda and A. Kizito Musoke (also a family member) retire?  So long as the current leadership is maintaining this large school for the needy, do we continue to provide grants for furniture, solar equipment and texts and classroom materials?”

4.
Iceme Girls’ Senior Secondary School


POB 336; Lira, Uganda


Head Teacher, Sister Claire Migisha



claremisgha@yahoo.com

PCV and school correspondent, Jacqueline Demko,




jacquelinedemko@gmail.com

Sister Claire prepared a lengthy report for us dated June 23, 2011, in which she welcomed us and thanked us for our past support. The school started in 1984 and has been disrupted several times by cattle rustling from the north and the Lord’s Resistance Army/LRA from the northwest. Only since 2006 has there been stability, and many girls need “psycho-social healing and stability.” Sister Claire was appointed in 2008. There are 605 girls in the school which is getting larger and larger every year (49 in form 4, 89 in form 3, 218 in form 2, 216 in form 1; 34 studying for A levels). There are 24 teachers, 5 female, 19 male; 21 non-teaching and support staff. A “guardianship program” has been instituted whereby adult are connected to groups of students for guidance and counseling. 


Exam results are improving, most notably at A level. Sister Claire feels that general psycho-social insecurities are affecting O level/UCE exam results, and the school has identified 6 strategies to improve learning. She also listed “achievements,” challenges,” and “future plans approved by the Board of Governors. That is to say that the Head Teacher has a vision for the future and is mapping out plans to achieve her many goals. She expressly asked for help to build a large multi-purpose/dining hall.


We visited a dormitory which was terribly overcrowded—built for 40 and housing 80 girls. We were told there are 600 girls staying in dorms build for 350. While there is a fairly new cooking facility, there is no dining hall or large indoor gathering place at the school. We were disappointed not to see classes in session. The students and teachers were waiting outside to entertain us. The library, opened to us after the entertainment, contained many class sets of books as opposed to reference or individual reading books. Science assignments were often done by students’ sharing the available textbooks in the library The assistant head teacher, one of our guides, teaches geography. He indicated that a projector and educational DVDs would be a great asset to teaching geography in that it would make more concrete what the students get abstractly from textbooks or teacher lectures.  Sister Claire did not participate in this discussion and seems to be more focused on larger capital projects (that we are not likely to be able to assist with). This request seemed logical to me – and worthy of follow-up. Joan Schieber stated: “Because of the particular challenges faced by schools in this area, I would like TEAA to consider a multi-year (e.g. 3 – 5 years) commitment of support for Iceme.”


We were treated to a two-hour show of introductions, presentations, and gifts. While not expecting and somewhat embarrassed by the reception ceremony and entertainment program prepared for us, it afforded Sister Claire (and us) with some teaching opportunities, such as:

· that it is important and appropriate for the girls to show gratitude for being the recipients of encouragement and support 

· for the girls to hear about and become aware of our experiences, thus opening up new possibilities or aspirations for their futures

· for the girls to take on the ideas “I am somebody”  and “Yes I can”

· for the girls to hear the idea that reading can be for pleasure for the girls to hear about the value of long-term commitment and support

Allow me to quote Sister Claire’s concluding paragraph in full:


“In all, I thank the Lord for the gift of good health He has given to each one of us. In a special way, I thank you Mr. Brooks and the team you are heading, our friends from Teachers for East Africa alumni/TEAA for coming to share with us your love and generosity. I still thank you for your gift of being available for the school. I am very grateful to the different non-governmental organizations mentioned earlier for all their developmental interventions. I also thank our government through the ministry of Education for the various programs and projects offered in our school. On your way back, we pray for your safe return home. May the good Lord keep blessing you and all that you put your hearts and minds on, may He accompany you in all your various endeavors.”

5.
Bishop Tarantino College—Ngetta


P. O. Box 79; Lira, Uganda


Head Teacher, Maxwell Engola



bistacollege@yahoo.com

Mr. Engola also wrote a formal report to TEAA.


We had intended to visit Bishop T following our visit to Iceme, but there was no time. We did, however, have several chats with Maxwell (one of our best correspondents), and he, too, presented us with gifts of T-shirts and wool vests.


Bishop Tarantino opened in 1999 and suffered through various instabilities until 2006. There are currently 285 students ( 91 in form 1, 74 in 2, 64 in 3, and 56 in 4). The school cannot b ring in the necessary level of school fees because many of the students are orphans and the general economy is bad. The school faces many of the same issues that Iceme does but does not have the NGO and governmental support which Iceme does. It does receive some support from its affiliated church and church members. Most of their current needs, the report states, are construction of teacher houses, dormitories, and proper latrines; the single greatest need is for a new dormitory.


Mr. Engola has implemented with a TEAA grant a recreational reading program in which once a week students must report on their reading. He acknowledged the receipt of 4 grants since 2009 as well as subsidies for the purchase of AFRIpads.

6.
Tororo Girls’ School


P O Box 282;
Tororo, Uganda


Office: 011-256-45-37728  or 256-445-436728. 


tororogirlsschool@yahoo.com


Head teacher: Mrs. Ida Tarinyeba. Itarinyeba@yahoo.co.uk


Pat Colby gives the following report of the visit: The visiting team was welcomed to Tororo Girls School by Esau Mulabya, the deputy headmaster.  He graciously accepted gifts from the team, including reading books by African authors and arranged for our tour of the school.  Though it was a Saturday, throngs of students were meeting in their classrooms for additional tutoring in their academic subjects.  


School History  

Founded in 1962 by the Anglican Church to offer an all-round quality education for girls in Uganda, Tororo Girls School focused on sciences.  It became the first school of choice

for Uganda girls who wanted to excel.  In the 1970’s – 1980’s Tororo Girls sent and average of 60 students out of 70 in Form 6 to university on government sponsorship. In later years, the school fell on hard times and in 2005, Parliament recommended that it should be closed.  In the 1990’s the school sent less than 10 students out of 100 to university on government scholarship and less that 20 students in ‘O’ Level got first grade scores. Part of the problem was administrative malfunction and financial mismanagement which crippled its academics and infrastructure. In 2003, Ida Tarinyeba, a former old girl of the school, was transferred from Iganga Girls School to head Tororo Girls.  She cleared the school’s debts and embarked on rebuilding the infrastructure. Under her leadership, the new restocked library and computer laboratory were constructed.  She increased the number of students from fewer than 600 to  1,600. She also increased the number of teachers from less than 38 to over 55. Students are regularly assessed at beginning, middle and end of term and students who do not score an average of 50% are not promoted to another class.  


Additional Observations of the Visiting Team

Amidst this improvement, the school’s infrastructure is still far below standard with most classrooms, dormitories and laboratory roofs rotting. The co-curricular activities are also in limbo with the volleyball, netball and tennis infrastructure in collapse. However, the government, through an African Development Bank loan, is planning to restore infrastructure of about 42 secondary schools and Tororo Girls School is one of them.  Apart from school fees, Tororo Girls School has no other source of income. While many still think it is a government school, the government only provides salaries for teachers. It no long provides building grants that it used to give schools to improve infrastructure. The Tororo science department has taken great care of the equipment it does have. Its teachers are dedicated. They have requested projectors that demonstrate aspects of science visually, and visual aids are very much needed in African classrooms. In light of the improvements the school has made under its principal and the dedication of the science staff to provide an intelligent approach to Practicals and theories, we were in agreement that Tororo Girls School should receive a science grant from TEAA.


Pat Gill reported that science rooms at the school were clean and well organized.  Students come in on Saturday to do labs.  All the sciences have CDs for instruction, so the school needs another projector. (The instructional CDs seem to be available throughout Uganda.)  She suggests that TEAA make grants to support the teaching of science, and that we focus on one science.  The school has a new building which will house the library and a computer room.  They have 40 new computers. Betty Castor also expressed her support for more assistance to Tororo, citing the student population of 1500, the many visits of TEAAers over the years and strong emotional ties to the school, and the needs in the areas of science. Communication with the head teacher has been difficult.  Efforts need to be made to communicate directly with science staff.

In spite of the fact that it is difficult to communicate with the head teacher (she has had multiple physical/medical challenges), this is an important secondary school.  The physical condition of the buildings remains an embarrassment for all of us as this was constructed as "American" model. Schools don't often use the internet because of expense, but they do utilize local area networks and students can learn computer use which is a part of the curriculum. 
7.
Mukuyu Secondary School 

P. O. Box 723  Suna - Migori, Kenya

Principal: Anne Akoth Oloo - 0712 806 628 or 0734 252 311 (that 4 in the 2nd number might be a 6), olooakoth@yahoo.com
Deputy principal: Jared Ochieng Owili - 0729 658 173 or 0734 580 768 (5 in 2nd number might be a 6!), jawilio@yahoo.com
Senior master/director of studies/physics teacher - George O. Othiambo 0721 213 412


The TEAA team visited Ann Oloo, the newly assigned principal to Mukulu (mixed) Secondary School.  Dorms are provided for both boys and girls and in the evenings a deputy teacher is on duty until the following morning. The majority of the school’s instructors, staff and student body live in Migori.  310 students (ages 13-20) attend the secondary school; some of the older students are young mothers returning to school. The prognosis for school year 2012 is 340-350 students, an increase from 260 in the previous year. Though the government supports the school, dispersal of funds is very slow.  The school depends on parent contributions for school uniforms, the lunch program, boarding school, drama and sports.  The school is short seven teachers; seven other teachers on staff are non-government teachers (less qualified and not eligible for government salary). In the first term, school tuition is 10,650/ shillings (about $100.00); in succeeding terms the tuition lowers from 50% of the first term to 20% in the final term.  We were joined by the physics and math teacher who said girls fear physics but do better than the boys when they take on the challenge. Later the TEAArs visited the kitchen area and the sparsely-supplied library in which there were no textbooks, resource or reading books. 


During the outdoor assembly, Bill Jones represented the visiting TEAAers with eloquence and charm. We were presented with student dancing, one number religious—representing individuals carrying the cross; the other a tribute to a local secondary school educator whom all students in the area admire.  Student Shadrack performed some stand-up comedy-walking up to the front of the audience with a swaggering gait and doing his routine in Chris Rock fashion, walking back and forth, back and forth, while gesturing and smiling. A young lady recited a poem entitled, “Whose Child Am I?” with great dramatic effectiveness. Students also addressed the visitors. One of them said in all sincerity, “Thank you to our former colonial masters.” To which the TEAArs replied, “Hey, we’re from the United States!” Given that we have no opportunities to visit classrooms or interview the teachers, it is difficult to gage what TEAA should do for Mukuyu. Perhaps a second visit would help to assess the effectiveness of the 2004 TEAA science grant for materials in the physics, biology and chemistry labs and to identify current school needs.


This school, too, has problems of insufficient government support and increasing enrollment. We did not have a chance to visit science labs or storerooms.

We gave them the new paperbacks that Peter had selected. After the assembly, Pat and Gus went to see the new library building. They were very disappointed to see that it was mostly empty and used for storage. The only books were in a pile on the floor of a small room, and we hope the new books won't end up the same way

 

8.
Oruba Girls’ Secondary School


POB 33; Uriria 40-228, Kenya


The principal is Jane Ekadu



orubagirls@gmail.com

head of science is Ochieng Peter, ochipitar@gmail.com

This school is recommended by Peter Indalo and is about 15 miles from Migori. It is 15 years old and has 194 students in a single-stream, O level school. It is very needy and has started to hold onto its students in form 3. The school has no science lab (no microscopes) and no library. Seven teachers are paid by the government and 5 by parents. The school has offered guidance and counseling and offers Saturday and Sunday classes. They are really trying.

9.
Bungoma Baptist Girls High School


P. O. Box 2355, 50200 Bungoma, KE



bungomabaptistgirls@yahoo.com

Principal: Mrs.  Khaemba Rose - 0721 720 290,



kalerwarose@yahoo.com

The school is in Bungoma town and was started in 2003. The principal has been head of the school since its founding. There are now 400 girls. Half are boarding. There are 3 streams in Form 1 and 2 streams in each of Forms 2 through 4. In 2009, 21 girls qualified for university, but there were fewer last year. Most girls are from nearby. Some are orphans who live with relatives. These girls often are expected to earn their keep by working in the relative's home as a house servant after school. The principal noted that the teachers have a welfare fund to assist with fees. They try to keep girls in school and offer some scholarships.


The school has no library, but keeps a store with some reference books that can be checked out. The science labs (I [Ed] think there were 2 rooms in one building) are undergoing extensive remodeling, and it seemed to me that the workmen were doing quality work.  The school has recently purchased 10 computers (the school's first) from Computers for Africa (C4A) for K. Sh. 73,000, and Herbert Busiku of C4A had been to the school a few days earlier to set up the computer lab. C4A will pay 80 percent of the cost of the internet connection for the first year. They are interested n getting more used computers. An interesting feature of some of the school buildings was large blackboard on an outside wall.

10.
Amagoro Girls’ Secondary School, St. Thomas

P. O. Box 39

Amagoro, Kenya 50244

Email: amagorogirlshigh@gmail.com
Principal: Doris Onyango -- 0725-566-694

PCV: Allison Litfin -- 0701-780-807,  litfinallison@gmail.com

Amagoro Girls’ School is another one of the schools that Ed visited in the Bungoma area, just outside the border town of Malaba, and near the main highway. The school is purely a day school at this time, one stream, 230 students in all, with 80 students in Form 1.  The school is 5 years old with 5 classrooms.  A lab under construction is used as the Form one classroom.


Principal Miss Doris Onyango  is young and energetic, and has been at the school for 4 years. She teaches geography. Allison Litfin is a a Peace Corps volunteer who expects to be at the school until the end of 2012.  She teaches biology, physics, and life skills.  In an unsolicited comment, Allison expressed approval of her principal, saying she is honest and open, not like some who are more secretive. The current textbook situation is roughly 4:1, worse in some subjects. 

11.
Kolila Secondary School


POB 16; Old Moshi, TZ


Principal is


Senior teacher is Charles Moshi, charlesmoshi64@hotmail.com

Kolila is an old school, begun in 1924 and was organized formally into a secondary school by the Lutheran diocese of northern Tanzania in 1972. The first A level students arrived in 1992. It continues to be a “target” school and currently has a PCV on the teaching staff. Kolila was visited in 2005 by TEAArs but has not been a recipient of a TEAA grant.





12.
Moringe Sokoine Secondary School, Monduli 

H/m: Ndesamburo Kwayu,

headmaster@moringesokoine.org  

Deputy head teacher: Simon Panga,
simonpanga@yahoo.com

Head of science: Joseph Mwanisawa, 
josephmwanisawa@yahoo.co.uk

This is another Lutheran school. Headmaster Kwayu was out of town, but deputy head, Simon Panga, organized a nice reception for us, and we discussed several issues, notably the language problem. Science head Mwanisawa was also helpful. Kwayu has been very helpful in the past, and I’m sure can give us a short list of needs.  Jerry and Gus looked over the labs and equipment storage. It was good to see that one lab was clearly being used for science experiments, but both labs badly needed cleaning. There is a fair amount of equipment in the storage room, but it's disorganized.
13.
St. Joseph Ngarenaro Secondary School


P.O. Box 8032, Arusha.Tanzania


principal:  Sister Mary Shobha




sjnss@habari.co.tz


computer teacher, Bernard Mlemeta: 255 713 617 910, 
mlemeta@yahoo.com

Sister Shobha, principal, convened some of the teaching staff for our visitors and for the usual introductory speech, introductions, and sensible conversation. Exam results had been posted, and the principal had hoped for fewer division 3 passes than had resulted. Students were in smart uniforms distinguished by academic level, house, and day or boarding. Dormitories had matrons, so there was a sense that there was adequate staffing for the school. Science labs were in order, and materials from a TEAA grant were being unpacked.. The computer lab is used very intermittently because of inconsistent power supply.


This was from what I could tell a well run school which had needs but is not as desperate as many of the other schools we visited.

14.
Notre Dame, Njiro


POB 11923; Arusha, TZ


Principal is Sister Mary Shaija, shaijasnd@hotmail.com

Sister Shaija is well known to TEAA as a visionary leader who was moved here by her Roman Catholic order. The school began in 2002 and has 400 students in pre-school, primary, and secondary sections (45 is each form in secondary). There is also a women’s center in the complex. The school houses a library and will soon build a new dormitory which will free up 4 classrooms for an additional stream. The school is in a slum area adjacent to the Arusha dump and has only 6 hours daily of electricity. Interestingly the owner of the Impala Hotel where TEAA has stayed on each of its East African visits has contributed to the school as do several dioceses in the States. The school’s main needs from TEAA are classroom sets of textbooks and science materials.

15.     MaaSae Girls’ Lutheran Secondary School
Monduli/Arusha
  TZ


This school was visited first in 2005 because the principal of the Monduli Teacher Training College recommended it. What a surprise to find himself retired from MTTC but working on behalf of the Lutheran dioces in the installation of the new principal. This secondary school is organized physically much the same way a Maasai boma is, and the classrooms are entered as you would a Maasai home. One hopes that the teaching and learning is as dynamic as the campus is immaculate. Brooks believes that it is generously supported by Lutherans worldwide and especially by North Americans (many of whom in  Minnnnnneeesota).

See http://www.isa.nl/TanzaniaProject/mglss.html

16.
Kilakala Girl’s Secondary School 





Morogoro

  TZ


Gus Lewis reports: “The new headmistress of Kilakala Secondary School (formerly Marian College) gave us a very good brief description of the school.  It should be possible to get a copy of this written report.  There are about 100 girls, all boarders, in each form from 1 to 6.  Like Mzumbe Secondary School, this is a “special” school, one of only four government girls’ schools that take students from all of Tanzania. Almost all that enter form 1 are able to continue through form 6 and go to a university. The present speaker of the Tanzania parliament is a graduate of this school. The school’s main challenges include the need for repairs of old buildings, the need for a good security fence, the condition of the playing fields, lack of textbooks, and better transportation for the girls. Because Tanzania is putting so much of its education budget into building new schools, the government is not able to meet these needs now.  Jerry showed the administrators some school newspapers and other items that Joan had saved from her time here.   

             The girls all gathered for the assembly with us. They brought tears to our eyes, strongly singing the national anthem (“Mungu Ibariki Tanzania”), a song called “Tanzania, Tanzania” and a third song in parts. They were very interested in the marriage between teachers of the two Morogoro schools, and in Sharon, Mary Ann, and Theresa. About half the girls are Muslim, and many of those wear half-length white shawls that cover their heads. We walked through classrooms, the dining hall, the auditorium, and the long, C-shaped lab building. One of this building’s large rooms is being used to teach sewing, with about a dozen old Singer machines.  In this room there is a poster: “Marriage, Not Pregnancy” with pictures of the two ways of life. Two of the labs are clearly being used, but a third had no sign of being used for experiments. I could not look in the equipment storerooms. Overall, the grounds and rooms were well kept up and I felt that it is a happy campus. We met with all the teachers in a large room. There are 66 teachers, of whom ten are on study leave. The head girl and two other student leaders sat next to us at the front of the room.  All present stood and introduced themselves. They asked us about our system of education. We asked them about their needs for teaching science and were told that they should be better equipped and they need more training to teach these subjects. Sharon asked about the use of Swahili vs. English as the language of instruction. The teachers gave strongly felt opinions on both sides. The three students were asked to respond, and did so very impressively, unafraid to oppose their teachers. They were all for English, thinking of their further education. Their English was very good and clear.”

 
17.
Mzumbe Secondary School 








P. O. Box 19; Mzumbe, Morogoro, Tanzania


Dismas Njawa, Headmaster

njawadismas@yahoo.com

Cellular phone:+255 7130407215 or +255 784407215
 

From Sharon Hartmann: “After the conclusion of the formal TEAA East Africa 2011 tour, three of us who had taught at Mzumbe between 1961-64 traveled south to Morogoro to see the school again. Today, Mzumbe is one of Tanzania’s “special schools.” There are only four such boys schools in the country. These schools are annually assigned the students from across Tanzania who have received the highest grades in the nationally designed and administered 8th grade exit exam. The school was started in 1953 and became a secondary school in 1957.

In the Tanzanian system, there are nationally set exams at the end of third grade, eighth
grade and 12th grade (or O Level). The failure rate at each level is between half and two-thirds of all those taking the test. Free universal primary education does not exist at this time, although the government is working to restore it to the position it held in the 1980s; it was abandoned at the end of the Nyerere era of ujamaa. Nowadays, many children never begin primary school, and of those who do, many will leave because of school fees. Fees are an issue at all levels although there is some limited and erratic scholarship assistance available at the secondary level. School at all levels is expensive, a cost which is mainly bourne by families either directly or indirectly. The result of these policies on the campuses is both positive and negative. One would like to see many more students in school. However, at least at Kilakala and Mzumbe, Tanzania has classroom loads of 30-40 (About 700 boys now attend Mzumbe.  equally distributed among the six forms (A-level classes started in 1993). Each form has three “streams” of up to 40 each and dormitories which have adequate living space for the students. It does not have the classrooms crowded with 80 to 100 students and the triple-decker dormitories which we saw routinely in Uganda and Kenya where different policies are being pursued.
 
Education is conducted in one of the many local languages of Tanzania for the first three
years while Swahili is being taught; then the 3rd grade exam is conducted in Swahili. Education
from 4th through 8th is conducted in Swahili, while English is taught, and the 8th grade exam is
conducted in English. The language of instruction in secondary school and beyond is English.
This combination of circumstances tends to create a group of secondary students who are both
linguistically talented and drawn from the more financially fortunate sectors of society. Mzumbe benefits from this since it gets the top of this already selected group. Its exam results are very good. It has several times had individual students who received the highest grade in the country in a given exam. The headmaster proudly displays the certificates documenting this in his office. We met with the headmaster and assistant headmaster in the HM’s office  where we had mutual introductions, a question period and morning tea was served. Following our meeting with the teachers, all of the students were gathered in a school assembly in the center quadrangle. The headmaster introduced us and we each spoke briefly and answered questions. After this, the head and assistant head walked us through the plant and the classrooms and around the campus. The free standing lab buildings were of special interest to some of us and though old and somewhat delapidated, they appeared to be adequate. The chemistry lab had appropriate chemicals on the benches and the materials posted on bulletin boards were useful. On our walk, we were joined by Erica Kraybill [ekraybill@gmail.com, and her interesting Mzumbe blog is at www.ericaintanzania.blogspot.com. Read her comments on the students], a young American teacher from the organization World Teach, who is now living in the house of Sharon, Kathy, Joan, and Kathy. Erica had just arrived four days before we did. She will be there for two years and is being joined by her entire family. 



Mzumbe has a computer lab, but as with most that we saw on this trip, it was locked,
many of the computers need maintenance, and it is not in much use. There is no internet access on campus. The headmaster, a man in his late 30's, appeared not to understand much about the use of computers. One of the most significant things we saw was the Mzumbe Textbook Project, begun by a PCV in the early 1990's and now staffed professionally. It stands on the campus. It commissions, prints and sells paperback textbooks geared to the Tanzanian secondary curriculum. These books are well thought of, authored by respectable scholars and are relatively inexpensive—$10 to $15 dollars each—as compared to texts from the UK which can cost as much as $100 or more. The print shop is housed in a facility which was the wood shop when we taught there in the 1960s. We asked about the language of the texts. The director of the project said that almost everything they published was in English. However, they had plans to print texts in subjects like physics and chemistry in facing page Swahili-English versions, and that he was hopeful that within the next few years they would receive permission to print such books in Swahili exclusively. When asked if he thought this use of Swahili was a good idea, he replied, “Of course, I do. I run this place!” Jerry gave the school a flash drive containing many of his old pictures. We all enjoyed seeing some of them on Ray’s computer.  Sharon gave a set of twelve Tanganyika stamps, printed at the time of Uhuru in 1961, each on a first day cover envelope in a small frame. Gus presented a TZ flag from the TEAA organization.

While I was impressed with the manner in which Mzumbe is functioning, I do not mean
to leave the impression that it does not need help. It does. I noted the following needs: the
textbook ratio varies between 3 to 1 and 5 to 1 depending on the subject. It needs globes and
maps and charts. Many of its library books are rotting apart from age and moisture. It needs
recreational reading materials. Our visit was not the time to make inquiries about what they
believe they need. However, as contact points on campus, it has the WT teacher and an assistant headmaster who is very articulate and seems sharp. These are contacts we could work through. The Mzumbe sub-group of TEAA which made this visit is planning a gift of geography materials to honor our British TEA Wave 1-B colleague, Tony Beck, who died this past spring. He taught geography there with us. We will keep you posted on the success of our efforts to honor him.

The Mzumbe Book Project


A German teacher here in the 1970s started this project to try to solve the problem of insufficient, expensive science textbooks. It’s a non-profit publisher that prints small texts cheaply in the hope that all students will have them. My favorite of their products is 25 Easy Experiments in Physics, selling for one dollar. This firm occupies the building that was Idi Shomari’s shop, as well as a new, larger building next to it. It manages to publish dozens of titles and to break even with no further help except for some paper given by Canadians. It employs 24 workers. The Project is now working on producing textbooks in Swahili.

18.
Ed Schmidt’s report on his school visits taken independently of the group:


I left the group in Bungoma so I could visit several schools new to us recommended by Computers for Africa (C4A).  C4A has recently moved the bulk of their operations to western Kenya from Uganda due to the recently enacted ban on the importation of used computers to Uganda.


Enoch Nandokha, our representative in the Bungoma area, had arranged to borrow/rent a car from a neighbor to make our school visits feasible.  We visited the schools by driving north out of Bungoma to Chwele, then west, and finally south to join the main road from Uganda near Malaba, thence back to Bungoma for the last two schools.  Between #1 and 2 below, we paid a brief visit to A C Butonge, a boys' school that TEAA has supported for a number of years.  Here are brief reports on those schools in the order in which we visited them.

1.  Toloso Secondary School.  We spoke with the deputy, who seemed open and informative.  He has been at the school for several years.  He says the school management improved in the late 90s.  In 1996 school enrollment was 120.  Last year there were 508 students, 576 this year, of whom 248 are girls.  There are 180 boarders -- 110 boys and 70 girls.  The school sends a couple students to university each year. The school was started by Friends (Quakers) and a member of the Friends chairs the BOG.

2. Bishop Sulumeti Girls High School. We spoke with the deputy, who had been at the school for only 6 months.  The principal was not present but knew we were coming.  The deputy was not expecting us.  The deputy had not heard of C4A.

This is a provincial boarding school with 420 students, all boarders. The deputy describes the student body as “average students.”

3.  Kamuriai Secondary School.  We spoke to the principal and deputy. The principal was a student, and later deputy, at Kakamega where Enoch was a student and I a teacher.  He seemed energetic and enthusiastic.  The school is a mixed day school with 120 girls and 320 boys, up from 220 total in 2006.  The principal says that the school is growing because it has now gained the trust of the community. The school has a policy of hiring recent high-scoring graduates at a small salary for a year before sending them off to university. The school has many computers.  Herbert Busiku is expected here next week to install computers from C4A. The principal has been in email contact since our visit to request assistance with a system to collect rainwater for use in the labs.

4.  Amagoro Girls School. This is a new school in its 5th year of operation.  There are 230 students, all day scholars. The principal is in her 4th year at the school. She seems to be a dynamic leader. The school in only one of two schools that answered my emails before my visit. Alison Litfin is a Peace Corps volunteer, who will be at the school until the end of 2012. She teaches biology and life skills. She mentions that she had a class last Saturday in which she was showing the girls how to make their own sanitary pads. Alison has positive things to say about her principal. Since our trip TEAA has made a grant of $500 to this school for math textbooks to all forms.

5.  Kocholya Secondary School.  422 students -- 329 boys and 93 girls.  Mixed day and boarding.  This school serves two local clans which is a source of conflict.  The well-intentioned principal would like to see the school divided into two separate boarding schools, one for boys, one for girls.  The school is on 12 acres of land donated by the Anglican church.  This school is very close to Amagoro Girls.

6.  Namachanja Secondary School.  Namachanja is a mixed day school in Bungoma town with about 850 students, 350 of whom are girls.  Forms 1 to 3 have 4 streams, Form 4 has 3.  About 1/4 of the students are orphans, many of whom live with relatives who expect them to work as house servants in their homes after school.

The principal has been at the school for 8 years, 4 as principal.  She notes that a majority of the teachers are women, many of whom have husbands in government positions in the town. Many students ride bicycles to school and there is a large “park” for their storage during the day.

7.  Bungoma Baptist Girls School.  The principal has been in place since the school was formed in 2003. She notes that the school has 400 students, half of whom board.  In 2009, 21 qualified for university, fewer last year. Most of the students are from the immediate area. Some are orphans and must work evenings in the home where they stay.The teachers have a welfare fund to assist students with fees. They try to keep girls in school with scholarships.  Girls who become pregnant can come back or transfer to another school to avoid the stigma and bad treatment from other girls. The school takes in girls from other schools, too. Several of the school buildings have large blackboards on the outside walls. These tended to be filled with solutions to math problems. The labs in the school are currently being renovated. The work looks professional. The school’s only computers are 10 from C4A.  Herbert Busiku was here last week to install them. The school is interested in acquiring more used computers.


That’s it for first-time visits to schools.  Enoch and I also visited A C Butonge.  The school has a new principal the last year or so.  Our main contact remains librarian, Isabelle, who was as enthusiastic as ever.  She showed us books recently purchased with TEAA funds in the library, which now has a partition to close the stacks and reduce theft.  Each book is stamped to show it was donated by TEAA.


Before rejoining the group in Tanzania, I visited two other TEAA supported schools -- Lunza and Mukuyu.  Lunza School near Butere has a new principal this year.  Our representative Stanley Muka has relinquished his role as head of the BOG after 10 years, but he remains a member of the board. The school received funds for the reading program plus textbooks last year. The reading program is in place. There is an unresolved issue about what became of the funds for the textbooks.  The school is investigating.


Mukuyu has a new principal and deputy. Many TEAAers visited the school a few days before I arrived there. The principal, deputy and senior master have all communicated by email since we were there, so I believe the communication difficulties we experienced with the last administration are in the past.

Some general education observations from the Schiebers


1.  Population has exploded tremendously since we taught in East Africa.  We believe that TEAA should concentrate its support largely on education for girls. This would lead to the greater possibility of improvements in careers for women as well as overall health and nutrition, education, civic responsibility, and ultimately in managing population growth and the ability of the East African nations to sustain themselves.


2.  Quality of teaching varied widely. While a generalization based upon very little observation, it seems that rote learning continues on a fairly wide scale. Pat Gill’s science demonstration at Oruba engaged the students, all of them, and appeared to be “innovative.” I would like to consider how TEAA might support the training of teachers going forward as this might provide a broader impact to education as a whole than solely gifts to schools.

III. 
Participants on EA 11
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Sam Bell
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Bill Jones

Gus Lewis

Mary Ann Lewis

Catharine Newbury

David Newbury

Joan Schieber

Jerry Schieber

Theresa Schieber

Ray Ryback

Nola Stover

Ed Schmidt
This report was submitted by Brooks Goddard with assistance from Betty Castor, Pat Colby, Gus Lewis, Joan and Jerry Schieber, and Ed Schmidt.
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