Notes from Uganda trip and school visits.
Sam Bell and Betty Castor arrived in Uganda on May 17.  As is now the custom for TEAA travelers, we checked in with Fawn and John Cousins.  Fawn has continued to serve us well in her role as our representative and fiscal agent.  We enjoyed a delightful lunch and shared information on our intended school visits.  Fawn is an amazing person.  In addition to her full time position with a utility company, she is now taking a full load of classes at Makerere, working towards Masters in Business Administration degree.  I expressed our gratitude for the time and effort she has made on behalf of TEAA.

Sam and I also visited with our friends at Nkumba University in Entebbe before settling at our home away from home in Kampala, the Namirembe Guest House.  Some may remember that Sam’s law firm contributed 30 Dell computers, 20 of which went to Nkumba and 10 to Mackay College.  We had an opportunity to see Senteza Kajubi, our (TEAA) good friend and former Vice Chancellor of Makerere and Nkumba.  

Our first (and easiest) visit was with Gertrude Ssekembira, Head Teacher at Mackay and her wonderful Deputy, Ann Karemire.  Gertrude has been at MacKay for eight years now and her leadership is evident.  The school enrollment has reached 926 students with 210 resident students.  There are slightly fewer girls enrolled as is the case is many secondary schools.  A major change to make Mackay a part of the new government policy on universal secondary education has been a double edged sword for Gertrude.  On the one hand, the government now pays fees for students.  On the other hand, the fees are minimal.  This means that the school struggles mightily to find income generating activities.  

Parents contribute and have raised enough funds to build a new classroom building.  Please see the photos of the new building which has been dedicated to our own beloved Arlone Child, who along with her husband Gene, have contributed fees for dozens of students.  We examined the computer room which houses the computers which TEAA contributed along with those received earlier from Sam.  The computer teacher was on hand to demonstrate.  The room was well organized and secure.  The computers are linked and internet was available.

We were pleased with the progress we saw and had an opportunity to have dinner with Gertrude, her Deputy and members of her board.  In addition to her leadership of the school, Gertrude has embarked on an ambitious project to write a history of education in Uganda.  Senteza Kajubi is writing the forward for the book.  Mackay School is a critical piece of the history of education for the country.   The school is named for Alexander Mackay, the noted Scottish missionary, who founded the school.  Gertrude travelled to Mackay’s home town of Arberdeen recently to compile information on Mackay and also share information with residents about the impact of her school’s namesake.  I’m sure that TEAA members will find her journey and her story very interesting.  

We will share copies of The Anchor, the annual school publication, at our fall reunion.  The articles were prepared by students using the computers at the school.  Gertrude, her staff and board members all expressed appreciation for the interest and commitment of TEAA to Mackay College.
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We visited a new school at the suggestion of Ed Schmidt and Henry Hamburger.  The New Kabaale Busega High School is a relatively new school located off the Masaka Road outside of Kampala.  It was started by a group of teachers who are committed to serving very poor students in the area.  The teachers themselves are committing 20%  of their own salary to support the school.  The driving force behind this heroic effort is Head Teacher, Night Candid Tukahirwa, a teaching assistant in the Department of History, Makerere University and her husband Fred Tukahirwa, an administrator at the well respected Aga Khan Secondary School.  They both work at their own institutions and part time at Kabaale Busega High School as well.  We also met Deputy Head Teacher Nabulya Evelyn. 

The school receives no government support and the largest group of students at the school are orphans.   The school leadership encourages students to earn their fees and they are committed to teaching practical job related subjects in addition to the required curriculum.  The school is offering “O” level and “A” level as well.  The needs here are overwhelming.  However, Fred emphasized the importance of computers, his top priority.  (Pictures attached)

Contact Information.

Night Candid Tukahirwa, Head Teacher; Tel: 0772-491780.  nturacard@yahoo.co.uk or  nkbhschool@yahoo.ca.  P.O. Box 25740, Kampala, Uganda.

Fred Tukahirwa, 0772-613061.  Fred.tukahirwa@akesu.org
Nabulya Evelyn, Deputy Head Teacher. 0774-795228.

The Tororo Girls Secondary School is already supported by TEAA.  Although I spoke several times with Headmistress Ida Kagoya Tarinyeba, she was unfortunately recovering from surgery during the time of our visit.   We met with Deputy Head Teacher Helen Wataba and two teachers, Moses Andima and Wilson Enyang.

The school was originally constructed in the ‘60s by USAID, apparently with materials shipped from the US.  Those early facilities are now seriously deteriorating and are greatly impacted by the nearby blasting from the Tororo Cement Facility.  In spite of these structural challenges, the school enrolls about 1400 girls from throughout the northeastern part of Uganda.  A new classroom building has been constructed and part of it is dedicated to computer education.   

Contact information; Tororogirlsschool@yahoo.com. Head teacher; Ida Tarinyeba; 011-256-75-2440717.   Fixed line 256-445-436728.

The next stop on our journey took us to Budadiri Girls Secondary School.  This is another impressive school located northeast of Mbale near Mt. Elgon.  Budadiri is a Catholic founded school started in 1983.  It offers both “O” and “A” levels.  We were very impressed by the new leadership of Sister Stella Maris, who has doubled the enrollment of the school to 210 girls and has plans for expansion.  The school has a new dormitory block.  The government has added a science wing and we saw well organized and well maintained laboratory equipment including microscopes.  The Ministry has also furnished 7 new computers.  While Sister is pleased with the government assistance with science facilities and equipment, she strongly emphasized the dire need for textbooks in the Arts and Sciences, dictionaries (there are two for the entire school), and geography materials (maps and charts).   We’ll share brochures about the school at our reunion.  Also see pictures.

Contact information;  Sister Stella Maris. SMaris73@yahoo.com.  P.O. Box 2009 Mbale.

Tel; 256-772-3333290.

Our last TEEA visit was with Olive Kakinda, Principal, and her brother Albert Kizito at St. Bernards, Kiswera.   What a hard working, dedicated and deserving family (and school) this is! We arrived on the first day back for many students.  The school enrollment is now about 500, 300 are boarders.  This school is struggling with no government support.  It has lost some of its science teachers to the government supported schools.  Like other schools, 10% of the students are orphans. 

Olive is an amazing woman.  After working for 22 years in Saudia Arabia, she maintains church connections and continues to receive support from her friends there.  The family is financing much needed repairs to several of the classroom buildings and dormitories.  The school desperately needs a well closer to the buildings to eliminate the time and burden of carrying water uphill to meet their needs.  Although TEAA may not have the funds for such an effort, it is the number one priority for Olive and her family.  The school has been fortunate in having an excellent computer teacher, a nephew of Olive’s.  We viewed the books purchased with TEAA grant funds as well as the ping pong tables supplied with Henry’s advice and help.  They continue to have tremendous needs including advanced science, math and English textbooks, dictionaries and new computers.  (They have about twenty, but ten are working).

Other contacts
1.  Consolata Kabonesa (ckabonesa@ss.mak.ac.ug; 256-71-251-2455 ©) Consolata is the Chair of the Department of Gender and Women’s Studies at Makerere.  She is a graduate of Tororo Girls School.  She received her Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.  She is working with my colleague Linda Lucas (USF), trying to find grant funding for a conference on women’s empowerment in East Africa.  

2. Kate Parry (kateparry@earthlink.net; 0772699771).  We visited former TEAAer Kate Parry’s project, the Kitengesa Community Library near Masaka.  This is a public library near a primary school.  It has reading materials and daily newspapers!  Kate is now chairing the association of community libraries, of which there are 28.

3. Emmanual Ofumbi (ofumbiz@yahoo.co.uk; 256-772-468972)  Emma is a tremendous asset to East Africa.  From the humble village of Papoli, he has organized his village to build homes for widows, care for orphans, build a primary school and plan a medical clinic.  Papoli is southwest of Tororo and close to the Kenya border.  We know of Emma’s work and reputation through the Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church in Tampa, which supports his work.

4. Bishop Zebedee K. Masereka,  Masereka Foundation, Kasese. (bpzmase@infocom.co.ug. 256-772-725150)  Bishop Masereka heads the Anglican Church in the Kasese District.  The Foundation has established a clinic in Kasese and 70% of the patients are children.  The St. John’s Episcopal Church and School in Tampa, Florida, fund the salary of the physician at the clinic and also help support the Kamaiba Primary School.
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